4o8   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
a very beautiful girl,  who, as told in  our text,
was mentioned as one of the King's flames  after
Katharine Howard's fall.    Parr  had married the
great Bourchier heiress, but had grown tired of her,
and by suborned evidence charged her with adultery,
and she was found guilty and sentenced to death.
cc The good Queen, his sister, threw herself at the feet
of the King and would not rise until he had promised
to grant her the boon she craved, which was the
life of the Countess (of Essex).    When the King
heard what it was, he said, But, Madam, you know
that the law enacts that  a woman of rank who
so forgets  herself   shall die   unless her   husband
pardon her.   To this the Queen  answered, Your
Majesty is above the law, and I will try to get rny
brother to pardon.    Well, said the King, if your
brother be content I will pardon her."    The Queen
then sends for her brother and upbraids him for
bringing perjured witnesses against his wife, which
he denies and says he has only acted in accordance
with  the  legal  evidence.    "I   can promise  you,
brother,, that it shall not be as you expect: I will
have the witnesses put to the torture, and then by
God's help we shall know the truth."    Before this
could be done Parr sent his witnesses to Cornwall,
out of the way : and again Katharine insisted upon
the Countess5 pardon, by virtue of the promise that
the King had given her.   This somewhat alarmed
Parr, and Katharine managed to effect a mutual re-
nunciation^ after which Parr married LordCobham's
daughter.1
1 Many years afterwards when Parr, then Marquis of Northampton and
a leading anti-Catholic, was with other nobles urging Queen Elizabeth to
drop shilly-shally and get married in earnest, the Queen, who was of course